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Peer Review in Online Learning

Summary

Peer Review, or simply stated the process by which students provide one
another evaluative and constructive feedback, can be a powerful tool for
instructors to employ authentic, engaging assessment in online learning.
When implemented effectively, peer review can teach your students the
valuable skills of evaluation and assessment. These skills, when fostered in
your online classroom, can enable students to better their own work based
on the feedback of their peers.

Best Practices

This short guide will outline the best practices associated with peer review.
For additional resources, see the Research and Further Reading list below
and our toolbox. For instructional design consultation and recommendations
on how to implement this in your course, please make an appointment with
an Instructional Designer.

e Purpose, Process and Expectations
o Assume that your students don’t know how to peer review. Explain
the key benefits, the purpose, the process and all of your
expectations up front.
e Resources
o Ensure that your students have the tools they need to succeed.
Provide students with technical resources for any technology used,
and provide a point of contact for any technical support. You may
even want to provide them with a low stakes assignment to
practice and master the peer review process.
e Timing
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o Allow enough time for the peer review process and remember that
one module may not be enough time to complete the activity.
Consider breaking your peer review assignment into multiple parts
or drafts over the course of the semester. This allows your students
to benefit from their peers’ feedback early on, and it gives them the
opportunity to improve their work based on this feedback.

e Feedback

o Model the respectful, informative and helpful commentary that you
expect of your students. Discuss the difference between helpful
and unhelpful commentary with them. If you are worried that your
students may not buy into the process or take it seriously, consider
asking them to verbalize how they will use the feedback they gain
to improve their work.

e Rubrics

o No successful peer review assignment is complete without a
quality rubric to guide students through the peer review process.
Providing a rubric for your student breaks the assignment up into
the most important component parts, and it teaches your students
not only how to assess their peers, but also how to assess and
improve their own work.

Example Assignments

e case studies

e argument synthesis from provided source
e newspaper article

e lab reports

e technical reports

e grant proposal

e policy brief
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e short story
» video presentation or media project

Research and Further Reading
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Online Resources

e Cornell University, Center for Teaching Excellence: The what, why and

how of peer assessment

* Washington University in St. Louis,_Teaching_Center: Using Peer Review

to Help Students Improve Writing
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